Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2026/27 057 Fire Appliance Availability
 
The request is:

Please share details of the Retained/On-Call fire appliances availability over the most recent 12-month period, stipulating the amount of time these appliances were ‘off the run’ (unavailable) to respond to an emergency.
I would like these details to be broken down on a station-by-station basis into:

1. The number of hours per month that an appliance was unavailable

1. The percentage of time per month that an appliance was unavailable
1. 
Ideally, the information would be shared in an excel spreadsheet, with tabs for both, per the below:

Percentage of fire appliances unavailable between July 2025 – July 2026
	Call sign
	July 2025
	August
	Sep  
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan 2026 Etc

	XX  
	%unavailable
 
	%unavailable
 
	% unavailable
	Etc
	Etc
	Etc
	Etc


 
Hours fire appliances were unavailable between July 2025 – July 2026
	Call sign
	July 2025
	August
	Sep  
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan2026 Etc

	XX  
	Hours unavailable
 
	Hours unavailable
 
	Hours unavailable
	Etc
	Etc
	Etc
	Etc  




The response is:

I can confirm that Humberside Fire and Rescue Service hold this information. 
Please see the attached spreadsheet. 



Unfortunately, we are unable to provide the Call Signs for these appliances for security reasons as explained below.  
 
Although Callsigns are an overtly displayed marker that can be clearly seen and are intended to be seen, to disclose a ready-collated list of vehicles with complete Callsigns would be substantially more harmful than the limited availability of the Callsigns whilst on public roads. The information is not realistically accessible to a member of the public and is therefore not in the public domain. 
 
This information is therefore exempt under Section 24 National Security and Section 31 Law Enforcement, of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. As these are prejudice (harm) - based exemptions it is necessary for us to consider any harm which may be caused and also consider any public interest. Details are listed below:  
 
Prejudice (Harm) 
 
Disclosure of full Callsigns could be of intelligence value to a person or persons with criminal or malicious intent. Full disclosure could provide and enable targeted malicious actions, be that some form of attack on an operational unit. 
 
Providing full lists of Callsigns for Service vehicles provides opportunities for criminality to benefit; Service vehicles are often exempt from toll and congestion charges, facilitated by automatic recognition of Callsigns, and cloned vehicles would avoid these charges. 
 
Additionally, law enforcement tactics and operational capability would be compromised with the disclosure of full Callsign details requested, as those who wish to commit criminal acts will be more aware of which vehicles may belong to the Service and, if vehicles were cloned, this would impact upon law enforcement and also Humberside Fire and Rescue Service, as staff time and resource would be required to resolve any such incidents. It is widely reported that the number of cloned cars is increasing as criminals copy legitimate registration plates. 
 
Public Interest Test 
 
Factors favouring disclosure - There is a legitimate public interest in the public being satisfied that Humberside Fire & Rescue Service has adequate appliances available to deliver services to the public when and where required. Public interest has been satisfied by the disclosure of the remainder of the information requested, it is our view that Callsigns do not add to the public interest. 
 
Factors favouring non-disclosure – Disclosing information which would allow the identification of Service vehicles, would allow those with criminal intent to commit offences such as vehicle cloning. This impacts upon individuals and additionally the resources of Humberside Fire and Rescue Service and also the Police Service. 
 
Balance Test 
 
It is not in the public interest to disclose full Fleet Callsigns, as those who wish to commit criminal acts will be more aware of the vehicles in operation and this will enable them to commit offences such as cloning of vehicles. 
 
Such a disclosure would allow those with criminal intent the ability to undermine national security and law enforcement. This would not be in the public interest. 
 
Disclosure is also not in the public interest as it places staff members and the community at increased unnecessary risk of harm and impacts on Humberside Fire and Rescue Service resources. 
      
The public interest in providing the information has been carefully weighed against any prejudice to the public interest that might arise from withholding the information. It is my view that the public interest in maintaining the exemptions outweighs the public interest in disclosure and I am unable to release this information

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.
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Percentage

				Station		Jul-25		Aug-25		Sep-25		Oct-25		Nov-25		Dec-25		Jan-26		Feb-26		Mar-26		Apr-26		May-26

		% Unavailable		Beverley 1st Engine		0		0.74		0		0		0		0.2		0		0		0.27		0		0.67

				Beverley 2nd Engine		9.71		20.7		9.93		18.99		14.27		33.74		12.03		13.69		18.08		17.78		17.94

				Bridlington 1st Engine		0.43		3.23		0.52		0.87		0.07		0.91		0.81		1.45		0		0		1.34

				Bridlington 2nd Engine		51.08		65.59		54.06		61.09		54.69		66.33		49.43		51.97		37.67		45.83		62.53

				Brough 1st Engine		0.17		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

				Brough 2nd Engine		31.18		25.2		12.95		18.82		21.08		21.03		10.65		12.43		16.83		28.68		26.01

				Driffield 1st Engine		0.27		0		0		0.1		0		0.54		0		0		0		0.21		0.47

				Driffield 2nd Engine		16.36		16.43		14.2		12.94		7.22		15.29		4.1		2.86		15.96		10.07		26.28

				Goole 1st Engine		21.2		15.73		22.6		15.42		15.66		24.56		9.81		9.6		10.05		14.86		15.22

				Hornsea 1st Engine		2.49		2.55		0.83		1.21		1.28		4.4		1.61		2.42		2.42		3.26		5.04

				Hornsea 2nd Engine		33.67		52.39		37.36		47.85		52.47		74.26		39.99		63.32		63		71.15		78.97

				Howden		22.48		15.83		12.85		6.82		12.47		16.53		3.9		3.2		5.21		6.39		9.85

				Market Weighton 1st Engine		0.07		1.28		0.07		0		0.03		0.1		0.07		0		0.2		0.52		0.91

				Market Weighton 2nd Engine		24.97		73.86		64.48		63.74		61.11		54.64		35.89		26		42.37		61.42		64.08

				Patrington		0.57		0.3		0.42		0.6		3.31		2.05		0.47		0.37		1.24		0.17		0.27

				Pocklington 1st Engine		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0.17		0		0.3

				Pocklington 2nd Engine		20.9		30.41		32.92		33.03		17.99		25		7.09		11.46		13.61		12.88		13.14

				Preston 		14.01		17.81		14.2		21.27		14.51		29.23		3.39		5.69		7.09		4.24		6.32

				Snaith		4.03		5.88		8.85		3.23		3.61		6.01		7.08		3.87		5.78		14.13		7.9

				Withernsea 1st Engine		0.6		1.88		0.35		1.95		2.12		2.96		0.6		1.38		0.64		2.01		0

				Withernsea 2nd Engine		34.14		37.13		45.62		35.75		39.2		34.11		26.24		29.24		31.45		35.21		37.63

				Cleethorpes 		19.39		17.81		13.96		13.17		12.74		14.21		10.05		14.51		13.51		23.3		15.73

				Waltham		3.23		8.3		4.72		7.9		10.38		11.73		7.02		8.63		5.14		13.37		18.25

				Barton		29.69		43		24.69		25.85		22.08		37.14		17.49		23.65		24.93		30.87		33.37

				Brigg		22.34		25.19		20.97		26.98		22.7		20.82		14.09		18.83		22.75		38.4		40.69

				Crowle		18.5		23.32		18.55		16.9		19.92		17.24		13.74		12.25		14.95		6.77		3.46

				Epworth		0		0		0.06		0		0.06		0.05		0		0		0		0.31		0.13

				Kirton in Lindsey		24.56		32.95		27.9		26.97		22.96		25.93		26.9		27.44		29.11		33.23		36.79

				Scunthorpe 		7.06		14.01		10.03		8.4		10.28		16.1		8.9		7.44		6.52		9.13		17.54

				Winterton		31.5		37.77		24.24		19.79		18.41		28.38		20.48		28.19		32.37		29.06		39.82





Hours

				Station		Jul-25		Aug-25		Sep-25		Oct-25		Nov-25		Dec-25		Jan-26		Feb-26		Mar-26		Apr-26		May-26

		Hours Unavailable		Beverley 1st Engine		0		6		0		0		0		1		0		0		2		0		5

				Beverley 2nd Engine		72		154		71		141		103		251		90		92		135		128		133

				Bridlington 1st Engine		3		24		4		6		1		7		6		10		0		0		10

				Bridlington 2nd Engine		380		488		389		455		394		493		368		349		280		330		465

				Brough 1st Engine		1		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0

				Brough 2nd Engine		232		187		93		140		152		156		79		84		125		206		194

				Driffield 1st Engine		2		0		0		1		0		4		0		0		0		2		3

				Driffield 2nd Engine		122		122		102		96		52		114		31		19		119		73		196

				Goole 1st Engine		158		117		163		115		113		183		73		65		75		107		113

				Hornsea 1st Engine		19		19		6		9		9		33		12		16		18		23		37

				Hornsea 2nd Engine		251		390		269		356		378		552		298		426		469		512		588

				Howden		167		118		93		51		90		123		29		22		39		46		73

				Market Weighton 1st Engine		1		10		1		0		0		1		1		0		1		4		7

				Market Weighton 2nd Engine		186		550		464		474		440		407		267		175		315		442		477

				Patrington		4		2		3		4		24		15		3		2		9		1		2

				Pocklington 1st Engine		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		1		0		2

				Pocklington 2nd Engine		155		226		237		246		130		186		53		77		101		93		98

				Preston 		104		133		102		158		104		217		25		38		53		31		47

				Snaith		30		44		64		24		26		45		53		26		43		102		59

				Withernsea 1st Engine		4		14		3		15		15		22		4		9		5		14		0

				Withernsea 2nd Engine		254		276		328		266		282		254		195		196		234		254		280





				Cleethorpes 		144		133		101		98		92		106		75		98		101		168		117

				Waltham		24		62		34		59		75		87		52		58		38		96		136





				Barton		221		320		178		192		159		276		130		159		185		222		248

				Brigg		166		187		151		201		163		155		105		127		169		276		303

				Crowle		138		174		134		126		143		128		102		82		111		49		26

				Epworth		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		2		1

				Kirton in Lindsey		183		245		201		201		165		193		200		184		217		239		274

				Scunthorpe 		53		104		72		62		74		120		66		50		49		66		130

				Winterton		234		281		175		147		133		211		152		189		241		209		296










