Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2026/27 054 Wildfires 
 
The request is:

1.     What was the total number of incidents classified as wildfires, grassland fires, heathland fires, moorland fires or forest fires the service attended in each year between 2021 – 2026? 
 
	Year
	Number of wildfires attended

	2021
	 

	2022
	 

	2023
	 

	2024
	 

	2025
	 

	2026 (so far) 
	 


 
2.     What is the total number of the following items the service currently has in its inventory? 
 
	Item
	Number currently in inventory 

	Terrain support vehicles 
	 

	Wildfire beaters 
	 

	Backpack blowers 
	 

	Backpack water units 
	 

	Specialist wildfire PPE 
	 

	Water bowsers
	 

	Portable pumps suitable for use at remote water sources
	 

	Drones
	 


 
3.     What is the service’s target response time for fire incidents? 
 
4.     Please fill in the following table relating to incident response times: 
 
	 
	Average response time for attending fire incidents 
	Longest response time recorded to attend fire incident 
	Percentage of incidents responded to in target response time 

	2024
	 
	 
	 

	2025
	 
	 
	 

	2026 (so far) 
	 
	 
	 


 
5.     How many times did the service request mutual aid from another fire and rescue service for a wildfire between 1stJanuary 2024 to 1st July 2026? 
6.     How many operational personnel currently hold in-date wildfire-specific training or competence? Please express this as a number and as a percentage. 
7.     Please provide:
a) the number and percentage of operational firefighters trained to undertake wildfire operations; and
             b) the number of officers currently qualified to command, provide tactical advice at, or otherwise manage a wildfire incident.
Please use the service’s own training or competence categories and provide the names of the relevant courses or qualifications.

The response is:
I can confirm that Humberside Fire and Rescue Service hold this information. 
 
Below is the National Fire Chiefs Council criteria for wildfire:

1. Involves a geographical area of at least one hectare (10,000 square metres)
1. Has a sustained flame length of more than 1.5 metres
1. Requires a committed resource of at least four fire and rescue service appliances/resources
1. Requires resources to be committed for at least six hours
1. Presents a serious threat to life, environment, property, and infrastructure

1. 
 
	Year
	Number of wildfires attended

	2021
	 0

	2022
	 1

	2023
	 0

	2024
	 0

	2025
	 0

	2026 (so far) 
	 1


 
2. 

	Item
	Number currently in inventory 

	Terrain support vehicles 
	 3 TRVs, 6 Wildland firefighting Hilux’s

	Wildfire beaters 
	 4 on each appliance (43 appliances)

	Backpack blowers 
	 None

	Backpack water units 
	 Scotty back packs 46 (43 appliances & 3 TRVs)

	Specialist wildfire PPE 
	 None – This is in 2027 R&D plan

	Water bowsers
	None – HFRS have a bulk water sled which holds 10,000ltrs of water

	Portable pumps suitable for use at remote water sources
	6 dedicated Wildland portable pumps, 40 LPPs on frontline appliances

	Drones
	 3 external, 2 internal



3. 
Humberside Fire and Rescue Service aims for a first engine response time that varies based on the risk level of the incident: 8 minutes for high-risk areas, 12 minutes for medium-risk areas, and 20 minutes for low-risk areas.

4. 
	 
	Average response time for attending fire incidents 
	Longest response time recorded to attend fire incident 
	Percentage of incidents responded to in target response time 

	2024
	n/a
	n/a 
	n/a

	2025
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a

	2026 (so far) 
	16:08
	16:08
	n/a



5. None

6. 
We break this down into modules, as follows:
1. Agricultural Wildfire – 473
1. LACES Safety Protocol – 490
1. People and the Environment – 477
1. Situational Awareness – 480
1. Tactical Plans and Fire Behaviour – 486
1. Uncontrolled use of Aircraft – 477
1. Wildfires Resources - 481

7. 
Our firefighters follow a development programme over 48 months. Some of our firefighters are in development and will attain the qualification over a period of time. Therefore, providing a percentage would provide an inaccurate reflection due to their training plan. 
1. 2 Level 3 Wildfire Advanced Advisors.  
1. ICL1 - 239 qualified
1. ICL2 - 36 qualified
1. ICL3 - 11 qualified
1. ICL4 - 9 qualified 
All commanders can manage wildfire incidents at their respective level and should utilise the Flash app for NOG guidance for incidents.

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

