Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2026/27 010 Compost Fires
 
The request is:
Please provide data for the period 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2025 relating to fire incidents involving:

1. Domestic compost bins, compost heaps, or decomposing organic material.
1. Fires caused by sunlight reflection or concentration (for example, involving mirrors, glass objects, or magnifying effects within households).
Where possible, please can you also provide information on: 
1. The recorded cause of fire (e.g. accidental, deliberate, electrical, or other classification used)
1. Incident type (primary or secondary fire)
1. Any available data on property damage or spread of fire

 The response is:
 
I can confirm that Humberside Fire and Rescue Service hold this information.
Please see the attached spreadsheet.  
 


If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

image1.emf
FOI%20-%202026.27 %20010.xlsx


FOI%20-%202026.27%20010.xlsx
Data

		REVISED_INCIDENT_TYPE		CALL_TIME		MESSAGES		Intent		Main_cause		Source_of_ignition		Item_ignited		Total_Fire_Damage (M2)		Severity_Score_Dwelling		Severity_Rating_Dwelling

		FIRE PRIMARY		16/05/2020 10:51:18		Summary �FIRE INVOLVING A compost HEAP SPREAD TO FENCE AND TRELLIS.  SLIGHT HEAT DAMAGE TO KITCHEN WINDOW.  SMOKE DETECTORS FAULTY AND DID NOT ACTIVATE.  accidental IGNITION.		Accidental 		Careless handling  - due to careless disposal		Spread from secondary fire - Spread from secondary fire		Structural/Fixtures/Fittings - External - External fittings		Up to 5		9		Medium

		FIRE SECONDARY		23/05/2020 17:52:52		Summary �compost HEAP INVOLVED IN FIRE WHICH SPREAD TO FENCE.  ONE HOSE REEL IN USE.  accidental IGNITION.		Accidental 		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		02/06/2020 19:39:36		User Comment  - DETACHED OUTBUILDING INVOLVED IN FIRE. BELIEVE THIS IS accidental DUE TO WEATHER - POSSIBLE LIGHT reflectION. 4 BA; 2 MAIN LINES; LPP; PPV; TIC; SHORT EX; RECIP SAW IN USE. GARDEN SHED IS DESTROYED BY FIRE AND OUTBUILDING WILL NEED CLADDING REPLACING. GARDEN CENTRE MANAGER ON SITE AND LOOKED THROUGH CCTV; CONFIRMED NO ONE SEEN IN AREA accidental.		Accidental 		Natural occurrence		Fuel/Chemical related - Solids; coal, coke, wood, card		Structural/Fixtures/Fittings - External - Other		11-20		NULL		NULL

		FIRE SECONDARY		31/07/2020 20:04:38		Summary �compost HEAP AND HEDGE ON FIRE. ONE HOSE REEL IN USE. accidental IGNITION.		Accidental 		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE SECONDARY		03/11/2020 09:36:29		Stop THIS WAS SMALL FIRE IN compost BIN; EXTINGUISHED BY OCCUPIER NO ACTION BY FIRE SERVICE ADVICE GIVEN		Deliberate		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE SECONDARY		11/07/2021 15:50:01		Summary �FIRE INVOLVING ONE compost BIN WHICH SPREAD TO FENCING. EXTINGUISHED BY FIRE SERVICE USING ONE HOSE REEL. DELIBERATE IGNITION.		Deliberate		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		08/10/2021 14:24:41		User Comment �VANITY MIRROR ON FLOOR; SUN reflectED ONTO MIRROR reflectING ON CARDBOARD BOX THAT WAS SMOULDERING. CARDBOARD BOX WAS FULL OF BITS AND PIECES. MOVED BOX TO OUTSIDE AND DAMPENED DOWN USING A BUCKET OF WATER. NO OTHER DAMAGE TO PROPERTY. SMOKE ALARMS WERE IN PROPERTY AND ACTIVATED. HOT SHOTS DONE. SAFE AND WELL HAS BEEN BOOKED IN ON TABLET TO BE DONE AT A LADY DATE. INCIDENT LEFT WITH DOG WALKER.		Accidental 		Other		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Paper/Cardboard - Household paper/Cardboard		Up to 5		7		Medium

		FIRE PRIMARY		30/01/2022 11:15:58		User Comment �SUNLIGHT reflectED FROM MIRROR ONTO BEDDING. ONE HR; 2 BA; PPV; TIC GAS MONITOR AND SAFETLY LINE.�accidental.  FITTED AND WORKING.		Accidental 		Other		Other		Furniture/Furnishings - Other furniture		21 - 50		12		Medium

		FIRE SECONDARY		10/02/2022 13:38:02		Summary �FIRE INVOLVING compost BIN IN PARK. SCOTTY BACK PACK AND BUCKETS OF WATER IN USE. DELIBERATE IGNITION		Deliberate		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		23/02/2022 09:26:26		Summary �FIRE INVOLVING PAPER AND TINS OF PAINT IN BEDROOM OF DETACHED HOUSE.�ONE HOSE REEL; TWO BA; THERMAL IMAGE CAMERA AND PPV FAN IN USE.  OXYGEN THERAPY ADMINISTERED TO ONE ADULT FEMALE OCCUPIER SUFFERING SMOKE INHALATION.  CASUALTY LEFT IN CARE OF PARAMEDICS.�accidental IGNITION CAUSED BY SUNLIGHT THROUGH WINDOW reflectING THROUGH magnifyING GLASS ONTO PAPER.�SMOKE DETECTOR ACTIVATED.		Accidental 		Natural occurrence		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Paper/Cardboard - Household paper/Cardboard		21 - 50		13		Medium

		FIRE SECONDARY		24/07/2022 04:13:53		Summary �SMALL compost FIRE. EXTINGUISHED BY CREWS USING TWO HAYDRAGS AND ONE HOSE PIPE. accidental IGNITION.		Accidental 		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE SECONDARY		24/08/2022 18:41:56		Summary �compost HEAP ON FIRE. EXTINGUISHED BY CREWS USING HOSE REEL. accidental IGNITION.		Deliberate		Natural occurrence		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Vegetation - Other		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE SECONDARY		02/05/2023 19:48:39		Summary �LARGE compost BIN ON FIRE.  ONE HOSE REEL IN USE.  accidental IGNITION.�		Accidental 		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		20/07/2023 21:14:10		Informative 1 WHEELIE BIN AND 1 compost BIN ON FIRE ON PARK WARDENS ROOF. HR. TIC AND SMALL GEAR IN USE. OFFENSIVE		Deliberate		Heat source and combustibles brought together deliberately		Not known		Rubbish/Waste/Recycling - Rubbish/Waste material		Up to 5		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		16/05/2024 15:15:05		User Comment �1 HR AND TIC IN USE �NATURALLY VENTILATED �FI OFFICER ATTENDED - DEEMED UNKNOWN IGNITION POTENTIALLY BY compost OR A GAS TORCH�DID USE THE FLASH APP		Deliberate		Overheating, unknown cause		Other domestic style appliance - Gardening equipment		Wood - Other wooden		Up to 5		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		07/07/2024 07:18:45		RETURN �DOMESTIC BUILDING FIRE INVOLVING ART AND CRAFT MATERIALS. FIRE CAUSED BY SUNLIGHT reflectING OFF A MIRROR ONTO MATERIALS. ��2 HOSE REELS; 4 BREATHING APPARATUS; 2 THERMAL IMAGE CAMERAS; PPV FAN AND DECONTAM EQUIPMENT IN USE.��SMOKE ALARMS INSTALLED AND ACTIVATED AT TIME OF INCIDENT. SAFE AND WELL / HOT SHOTS COMPLETED.��accidental IGNITION. FLASH APP NOT IN USE AT INCIDENT.		Accidental 		Combustible articles too close to heat source (or fire)		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Paper/Cardboard - Household paper/Cardboard		21 - 50		13		Medium

		FIRE PRIMARY		22/07/2024 18:04:05		Summary �TWO SIX FOOT AND ONE SIXTEEN FOOT SHED COMPLETELY DESTROYED BY FIRE. ONE MAIN JET; ONE HOSE REEL AND HAYDRAGS IN USE. accidental IGNITION DUE TO EMBERS FROM compost HEAP SPREADING.		Accidental 		Other intentional burning, going out of control		Spread from secondary fire - Spread from secondary fire		Structural/Fixtures/Fittings - External - External fittings		6-10		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		29/07/2024 15:03:43		RETURN �GLASS BOTTLE ON TOP OF ROLLER SHUTTER DOOR WHICH HAD reflectED ONTO SIGN WHICH HAD BURNT THROUGH FILLING UPSTAIRS FLAT  AND DOWNSTAIRS SHOP WITH SMOKE.��CREWS MADE ENTRY TO DOWNSTAIRS SHOP WITH GRINDER TO TO STEEL SHUTTER DOORS.��1 BA TEAM 1 HR JET IN USE��WM LIASED WITH FI OVER PHONE WITH IMAGES.��PPV FAN; TIC AND SHORT EXTENSION IMPACT DRIVER.��FLASH APP NOT USED ��BURN DAMAGE TO THE RASPER BETWEEN FLOORBOARDS AND ROOF.��SMOKE DETECTORS PRESENT AND WORKING.��INCIDENT LEFT WITH LANDLORD.��accidental IGNITION.�		Accidental 		Natural occurrence		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Structural/Fixtures/Fittings - External - External fittings		Up to 5		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		30/07/2024 12:26:52		Summary �FIRE INVOLVING LARGE compost HEAP; CREWS USED TWO HOSE REELS TO EXTINGUISH; AND FARMER HAD IRRIGATION PUMP IN USE. accidental IGNITION.		Accidental 		Accumulation of flammable material		Fuel/Chemical related - Solids; coal, coke, wood, card		Vegetation - Crops		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		24/08/2024 13:19:53		Summary �MOUND OF compost AND WOOD ON FIRE. ONE MAIN JET; TWO HOSE REELS; WATER SUPPORT UNIT HOSE; HAYDRAGS; DRONE AND ON SITE DIGGER IN USE. accidental IGNITION.		Accidental 		Natural occurrence		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Rubbish/Waste/Recycling - Recycling - other		6-10		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		24/08/2024 20:38:56		Informative THIS IS 100 BY 30 METERS OF OF compost WITH DEEP SEATED POCKETS OF FIRE;  CREWS ENGAGED IN MAKIG WATER RELAYAND ATTACKING FIRE USING ONE MAIN LINE AND ONE GROUND MONITOR OFFENSIVE  MODE.		Deliberate		Overheating, unknown cause		Not known		Not known		21 - 50		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		27/08/2024 20:22:17		Summary �SMALL MOUND OF compost AND WOOD ON FIRE. ONE HOSE REEL AND HAY DRAGS IN USE. accidental IGNITION.		Accidental 		Natural occurrence		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Rubbish/Waste/Recycling - Recycling - paper, cardboard		Up to 5		NULL		NULL

		FIRE SECONDARY		27/09/2024 12:54:44		Summary �compost HEAP AND GRASS CUTTINGS ON FIRE.  NEIGHBOURS USED ONE GARDEN HOSE PIPE.   FIRE SERVICE EXINGUISHED FIRE USING ONE HOSE REEL AND HAYDRAGS. �accidental IGNITION.		Accidental 		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		06/04/2025 11:37:13		Informative �POLICE AND CSI HAVE BEEN IN ATTENDANCE; THEY ARE NO LONGER REQUIRED AS THIS HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AS accidental; FIRE CAUSED BY refractION		Accidental 		Other		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Furniture/Furnishings - Other furniture		Up to 5		9		Medium

		FIRE SECONDARY		12/04/2025 16:37:26		Summary �compost HEAP ON FIRE; FIRE SPREAD TO GARDEN SHED AND FENCE; ONE HOSE REEL USED; accidental IGNITION �		Accidental 		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE SECONDARY		20/05/2025 13:08:04		Stop � SMALL AREA OF GRASSLAND ON FIRE - accidental DUE TO reflectION FROM GLASS BOTTLE - NO ACTION		Accidental 		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL		NULL

		FIRE PRIMARY		14/06/2025 14:07:20		User Comment �FIRE IN REAR GARDEN OF; DAMAGE TO PROPERTIES FACIAS AND SOFITS OF BOTH PROPERTIES; DAMAGE TO GARAGE DOOR AND SURROUND; 2 HRJ USED AND TIC. CARRIED OUT SAFE AND WELL AT NATURALLY VENTILHATED PROPERTY. BOLT CROPPERS USED TO GET IN TO GARDEN. UNABLE TO GET IN CONTACT WITH. POSSIBLY STARTED DUE TO SOMETHING IN THE BIN OR LIGHT reflectING OFF GLASS BOTTLES NEAR TO BIN; CREWS USED FACETIME TO CONTACT DUTY FI OFFICER - HE WAS HAPPY THAT THIS COULD OF BEEN THE CAUSE; accidental IGNITION; LEAFLETS LEFT.		Accidental 		Other		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Structural/Fixtures/Fittings - External - External fittings		21 - 50		9		Medium

		FIRE PRIMARY		20/06/2025 20:49:32		User Comment LEVEL 1 FI COMPLETE accidental IGNITION BY refractED SUNLIGHT ON TO CUPBOARD WHERE PERFUMES ARE STORED. NO OTHER SOURCES OF HEAT. CAN WE MAKE SURE DH02 CREW HAVE RESTED FOR AT LEAST 2 HOURS AFTER THIS INC.��HAND OVER FORM COMPLETED. ADVISED RESIDENTS NOT TO GO BACK IN. THEY HAVE GOT ALTERNATIVE ACCOMODATION SO NO FVS REQUIRED.		Accidental 		Natural occurrence		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Clothing/Textiles - Other textiles		11-20		12		Medium

		FIRE PRIMARY		15/08/2025 11:32:48		Stop FIRE OUT ON ARRIVAL - CREWS CURRENTLY DAMPENING DOWN USING HR - FIRE INVOLVING BATHROOM FURNITURE WASTE; BELIEVED TO HAVE CAUGHT WITH reflectIVE LIGHT - FIRE HAS SPREAD TO FRONT BAY WINDOW OF PROPERTY - CREWS CURRENTLY REMOVING DEBRIS - OFF MODE		Accidental 		Natural occurrence		Natural occurrence - Natural occurrence		Rubbish/Waste/Recycling - Rubbish/Waste material		11-20		9		Medium






