Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2026/27 004 Procurement Card Usage
 
The request is:
I am seeking some information regarding spending on procurement cards identified on the service's published records.
Specifically, I would be grateful if you would provide supporting information relating to the use of car washes going back to the start of 2025. I have listed the recorded spending, including dates and the individual spends below.
Can the service provide the recorded information identifying who made the expenditure (I am presuming this is linked to individual cards) and provide the information held by the service that covers the use of cards for such spending.
Please contact me if you require any further clarification.

Hedi hand car wash (Beverley)    15/2/26 and 17/2/26     25 and 14

Hedi hand car wash (Beverley)    10/1/26   25

Tariq hand car wash (Beverley)    31/12/25      10     
Tariq hand car wash (Beverley)    5/11/25      10     
Crystal car wash (Goole)    3/11/25      25 

Hand car wash at Morri(sons)?    14/10/25    16

Sumup Azad valet centre (Beverley)   1/8/25    25
Hessle hand car wash   1/9/25 and 11/8/25    10 and 25

Tariq hand car wash (Beverley)  9/7/25    9
Sumup Crystal car wash  (Goole)    24/7/25     25
Hessle hand car wash  4/7/25   80

Hessle hand car wash  13/6/25   16

Tariq hand car wash (Beverley)  26/5/25    9

Hessle hand car wash  12/3/25    8

Sumup Hedi hand car wash (Beverley)    24/2/25   10
Hessle hand car wash   7/2/25  10

Sumup Hedi hand car wash (Beverley)    11/1/25   12
Hessle hand car wash   22/1/25    10
Hessle hand car wash   29/1/25    65

The response is:
Our Finance Policy can be found on our website Our policies | Humberside Fire. 

Unfortunately, we are unable to provide information identifying who made the expenditure as this would constitute personal data and is exempt under Section 40(2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
Section 40 of FOIA:
(2) Any information to which a request for information relates is also exempt information if—
1. it constitutes personal data which does not fall within subsection (1), and
1. the first condition below is satisfied.
(3A) The first condition is that the disclosure of the information to a member of the public otherwise than under this Act—
1. would contravene any of the data protection principles

Section 40(2) is an absolute exemption where if the first condition is satisfied, then a public interest test is not necessary, however, public interest must be considered when judging lawfulness under principle (3A(a)).
To judge whether disclosure would contravene principle (3A(a)), consideration must be given to whether it is it lawful, fair and transparent. The most relevant lawful basis in this case would be legitimate interest and have therefore considered the public interest on this basis:

Public interest in favour of disclosure:
There is a legitimate public interest that money is managed and spent responsibly at Humberside Fire and Rescue Service. 

Public interest in favour of withholding:
Disclosing individual names would lead to unwarranted invasion on their privacy which could cause harm, or distress.
Ensuring that personal data is protected helps maintain public trust in public authorities and encourages individuals to engage and provide accurate meaningful information to the organisation. 

Balancing Test:
Whilst there is public interest in the management of spending at Humberside Fire and Rescue Service, we believe that publishing our policies and financial records should satisfy this public interest without publishing individual names opening them up to harm or distress. 


If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

