Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2025/26 158 – Lithium-ion Battery Fires
 
The request is:
1. What is the total number of fires related to lithium-ion batteries dealt with by your fire service over the past three years? (Broken down by years 2023, 2024, 2025)
2. If possible, please also provide the total number for lithium-ion battery fires that involved each of the following (broken down by years 2023, 2024, 2025):

1. Smartphone
1. Laptop
1. Tablet
1. Vape/e-cigarette
1. E-bike
1. E-scooter
1. Electric car
1. Electric mobility scooter
1. Other
3. As a comparative, what is the total number of fires of all types dealt with by your fire service over the past three years? (Broken down by years 2023, 2024, 2025)

4. What is the total number of fires related to lithium-ion batteries and dealt with by your fire service that were recorded specifically at waste centres over the past three years? (Broken down by years 2023, 2024, 2025)

The response is:
I can confirm that Humberside Fire and Rescue Service hold this information.
Please note for question 2 – we do not formally record specific devices in the system, so these values were manually entered based on what was entered in the incident summary. As some of these incidents did not specify I defaulted these to just ‘batteries’. 

 
	1. Lithium Ion Fires by Year

	Year
	Incident Count

	2023
	15

	2024
	39

	2025
	45

	Grand Total
	99


 
	2. Lithium Ion Fires by year with Sub Category
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Incident Count
	Sub Category
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Year
	Battery
	E-Bike
	E-Cigarette
	Electric Hoover
	Electric Vehicle
	Electric Wheelchair
	E-Scooter
	Mobile Phone
	Mobility Scooter
	Grand Total

	2023
	8
	1
	2
	 
	1
	 
	 
	 
	3
	15

	2024
	19
	1
	11
	1
	1
	 
	4
	1
	1
	39

	2025
	23
	4
	12
	 
	1
	1
	 
	2
	2
	45

	Grand Total
	50
	6
	25
	1
	3
	1
	4
	3
	6
	99



	3. Total Fires by year

	YEAR
	FIRE INCIDENTS

	2023
	3376

	2024
	3224

	2025
	3842



	4. Lithium Ion Fires at Waste Centres
	

	Incident Count
	Sub Category
	

	Year
	PR - Commercial - Industrial Processing - Recycling (133)
	Grand Total

	2024
	5
	5

	2025
	1
	1

	Grand Total
	6
	6



If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

