Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2025/26 146 Solar Panel Fires
 
The request is:
1. How many fire incidents involving solar panels (photovoltaic) systems were recorded in the following time periods?
01/01/2022 - 31/12/2022 
01/01/2023 - 31/12/2023
01/01/2024 - 31/12/2024
01/12/2025 – 31/12/2025

2. In 2024, how many fire incidents involving solar panels occurred in each of the following locations?
Residential properties
Commercial properties
Industrial properties
Solar farms (ground-mounted solar installations)

3. In 2025, how many fire incidents involving solar panels occurred in each of the following locations?
Residential properties
Commercial properties
Industrial properties
Solar farms (ground-mounted solar installations)

4. In 2024, how many solar-panel related fires originated in the following settings?
Solar panel
DC cabling/ connectors
Invertor
Battery bank

5. In 2025, how many solar-panel related fires originated in the following settings?
Solar panel
DC cabling/ connectors
Invertor
Battery bank

6. In the following years, how many fire incidents involving solar panels were
a. confined to the solar panel system?
b. spread to the wider building?
Please provide figures for:
a) 01/01/2022 – 31/12/2022
b) 01/01/2023 – 31/12/2023
c) 01/01/2024 – 31/12/2024
d) 01/01/2025 – 31/12/2025

What equipment or firefighting methods are typically used by your fire service to extinguish or control solar panel fires?
Standard water hoses/jets
Foam additive hoses
CO2 and/or Dry Powder
Specialist extinguishing agents, if so please specify
Other agents or equipment/tools, please specify (e.g. black out blankets, PV Stop)

The response is:
I can confirm that Humberside Fire and Rescue Service hold this information. 
Please see the attached spreadsheet. 




If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.
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				Year		Type		Building Type		Settings		Spread		Equipment

				2018		FIRE PRIMARY		Residential		DC Cabling/Wires		Confined		Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

				2019		FIRE PRIMARY		Residential		DC Cabling/Wires		Confined		Ladders - 9/10.5m

														Ladders - Short extension

														Water Delivery - Hosereel - high pressure

														Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

				2020		FIRE PRIMARY		Commercial		Battery Bank		Confined		Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

														Water Delivery - Other (Water Delivery - Other)

														Extinguisher - Dry powder

				2020		FIRE PRIMARY		Commercial		Invertor		Confined		Extinguisher - Dry powder

				2021		FIRE PRIMARY		Commercial		DC Cabling/Wires		Limited to floor of origin		Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

				2022		FIRE PRIMARY		Commercial		Invertor		Confined		Extinguisher - Dry powder

														Ladders - Short extension

														RPE - CABA - standard duration

														Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

				2023		FIRE PRIMARY		Residential		Solar Panel		Roof space and other floors		Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

														Forcible Entry Tools - Axes/Hammers/Crowbars/Croppers

														Ladders - Triple/Short extension ladder

														RPE - CABA - standard duration

														Small Tools - Shovels/Forks/Brooms/Chimney Rods

														Water Delivery - Hosereel - high pressure

														Water Delivery - Main line/jet

														Wild fire - Rakes, shovels, mathooks

				2023		FIRE PRIMARY		Commercial		Invertor		Confined		Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera 1

														Extinguisher - Dry powder

				2024		FIRE PRIMARY		Residential		Battery Bank		Confined		Water Delivery - Hosereel - high pressure

														Extinguisher - Dry powder

														RPE - CABA - standard duration

				2024		FIRE PRIMARY		Commercial		Invertor		Confined		Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

				2025		FIRE PRIMARY		Residential		DC Cabling/Wires		Limited to floor of origin		RPE - CABA - standard duration

														Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

														Water Delivery - Hosereel - high pressure

				2025		FIRE PRIMARY		Solar Farm		Battery Bank		Confined		Water Delivery - Hosereel - high pressure

														RPE - CABA - standard duration

				2025		FIRE PRIMARY		Residential		DC Cabling/Wires		Confined		Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

				2026		FIRE PRIMARY		Residential		Solar Panel		Whole vehicle		Detection/Location Equipment - Thermal imaging camera

														Forcible Entry Tools - Axes/Hammers/Crowbars/Croppers

														RPE - CABA - standard duration

														Water Delivery - Hosereel - high pressure






