Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2025/26 128 – Use of PFAS Containing Firefighting Foams and Firefighter Gear
 
The request is:
We would be grateful if you could provide the following information relating to your Fire and Rescue Service, covering the last ten years, where this information is already held and readily retrievable. We do not require full incident logs or the creation of new analyses, and we are content to receive partial or high-level summaries where detailed records are not readily accessible.

1. PFAS-containing firefighting foams
Please provide details of firefighting foams containing PFAS used by your Service, including:
1. The period (year range) during which PFAS-containing firefighting foams were in use
1. For the last decade (2016-2026):
0. Manufacturer name(s) for PFAS-containing foam used in your service
0. Details of any PFAS-containing foams currently held in stock or storage (if applicable), including:
0. Type of foam and manufacturer
0. Approximate volume held (in litres)
0. Dates when PFAS-containing foams were phased out (if applicable)
0. Details of replacement foams, including manufacturer name(s) and approximate dates of introduction (where applicable)
1. Using already collected data and records relating to major incidents involving high foam usage (such as trainings, medium to large-scale fire incidents e.g. industrial, petrochemical, airport, landfill fires etc.). Where available, please provide:
0. Location and month/year of the incident/training(s)
0. Approximate quantity, manufacturer of PFAS-containing foam used
 
2. Firefighter personal protective equipment (PPE)
For the last decade, please provide:
1. Manufacturer name(s) of firefighter PPE issued or used by your Service
1. Whether firefighter PPE was sent to external professional cleaning services, and if so:
0. The name(s) of the service provider(s)
0. (where applicable) the type or class of PFAS treatment used, including the specific PFAS chemicals applied (e.g. C6 fluorotelomers, PFOS, PFOA).


The response is:
1. In accordance with a DEFRA report and guidance in a Fire Service Circular, Humberside Fire & Rescue Service adopted the removal of PFAS within its foam stocks by 2011.
We replaced our Solberg stock of appliance and bulk foam in 2021 with Freegen foam. Freegen is Enviro Fluorine-Free Foam is completely free from fluorosurfactants and fluoropolymers and 100% biodegradable and tested and approved to international or industry standards appropriate to the application.

2. Our current manufacturer of Firefighter PPE is Ballyclare Ltd. Prior to 2021, this service was provided by MSA Safety. 
Our current PPE cleaning service provider is Elis. Prior to 2021, this service was also provided by MSA Safety. 
This information covers the full 10-year period requested, 

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

