Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2025/26 116 – Solar Panel Fires
 
The request is:
1. The number of incidents attended involving solar photovoltaic (PV) systems or solar panels, broken down by calendar year from 2018 to 2025.
1. For incidents please provide:
1. Breakdown by property type: • Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial
• Solar farms (ground-mounted)
1. Breakdown by ignition source: • Solar panel/module
• DC cabling/connectors
• Inverter
• Battery system
1. For incidents, indicate:
2. How many involved activation or non-activation of a fireman’s switch.
2. How many cases where firefighters could not access the roof due to electrical hazard or lack of safe access.

The response is:
Please see the below table for answers to questions 1 and 2. 

Incidents by year, premise type and ignition source: 

	Category
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2026
	Grand Total

	Commercial
	
	
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	6

	Battery Bank
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	DC Cabling/Wires
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	Invertor
	
	
	1
	
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	4

	Residential
	1
	1
	
	
	
	1
	1
	2
	1
	7

	Battery Bank
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1

	DC Cabling/Wires
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	
	4

	Solar Panel
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	2

	Solar Farm
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	Battery Bank
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	1

	Grand Total
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	2
	2
	3
	1
	14



 For question 3, this information is not specifically recorded or mentioned in any summaries or incident logs. 

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

