Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2025/26 096 – mesothelioma among firefighters
 
The request is:
1. Can you please tell me how many mesothelioma compensation claims have been made against your fire service in the past 10 years (from and including 2016 to the present day) from former or serving firefighters?
1. During the same period, have any of your firefighters lost their lives while attending, and because of, emergency incidents? If yes, how many?
The response is:
When Humberside County Council was abolished in 1996, its liabilities (including insurance obligations) were distributed among successor authorities. Mesothelioma claims are generally for losses sustained before this period, so claims are not directly made against Humberside Fire Authority but rather the Humberside County Council scheme of arrangement and we are responsible for a share of historic claims under the Scheme. This means reporting is difficult as not all claims brought against the legacy Humberside County Council insurance scheme relate to Humberside Fire Authority. However, we believe that there have been four claims for mesothelioma to which Humberside Fire Authority has paid a share of the costs. 

1. Claims against Humberside Fire Authority: 0
Historic claims for which we have inherited liability: 4

2. No

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

