Freedom of Information - Humberside Fire and Rescue Service 
2025/26 004 – Buildings with dangerous cladding
 
The request is:
1. How many buildings within the area that you cover were identified following Grenfell as having potentially dangerous cladding?
1. How many of those still have the potentially dangerous cladding identified?
1. Can you provide a list of the buildings still affected?
1. Is anything in place to monitor these buildings?

The response is:
 I can confirm that Humberside Fire and Rescue Service hold this information. 
1. 50 buildings were brought to our attention following Grenfell. Following investigation, only 25 of those were identified as having cladding. 

1. One.

1. This information is exempt under Section 38(1)(b) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 as sharing this information would be likely to endanger the safety of any individual. Providing the names of these buildings could enable someone to identify particular buildings which have failed or are inferred to have failed cladding tests. There are concerns that this information could be used by those with malicious intent to attack or otherwise compromise the safety of these buildings and their occupants. 

1. Under the Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022, the Responsible Person must monitor these buildings and share progression, updates and defects with the local Fire and Rescue Service. 
Under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 monitoring is carried out.
 

Section 38(1)(b) Health and Safety
Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would or would be likely to (b) endanger the safety of any individual. 
In making my decision, I have undertaken a prejudice (harm) and public interest test to determine whether the need to release the information outweighs the requirement to withhold it. 

Prejudice (Harm)
Terrorist or malicious activities would result in harm being caused to members of the public. The opportunity for such attacks would likely be increased by the disclosure of the buildings that are still affected by dangerous cladding. This is because it provides locations that if they were to ignite, the flames would be much more difficult to contain and control, therefore would be more likely to severely harm members of the public and become a major incident. When a major incident is declared, this requires much more of our resources and therefore reduces available resources for other incidents that might occur at the same time. 

Public Interest
The Service acknowledges there is a public interest in releasing the name of buildings that are still affected by dangerous cladding in terms of greater transparency, particularly given the large number of buildings and individuals that have been affected by this. 
However, where a building has a system of cladding that does not conform to Building Regulation Guidance, the Responsible Person is informed and the progress on the improvement of the safety of these buildings are monitored which is shared with the local Fire and Rescue Service.
As the number of buildings identified as having a system of cladding that does not conform to Building Regulation Guidance is so low, the release of these details would not only allow easy access to the property but could also be of greater use to any group planning to target more vulnerable buildings with an intent to cause maximum harm. 
The public interest in providing the information has been carefully weighed against any prejudice to the public interest that might arise from withholding the information and it is my view that the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosure and I am unable to release this detailed information. 

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. A request for an internal review should be made within 40 working days of the date of this email. If you are not happy with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply direct to the Information Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints. The postal address is: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

